Mid March 2011

Dear Member
A WARM WELCOME TO BRAMHALL CC’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 

 With their first away Ashes victory since Bramhall CC’s centenary year, it is not only England’s cricketers who have been busy this winter. There is much to update you on from the last 6 months and what is planned for this landmark season in the club’s history. The 2011 cricket season will present many challenges, not least for a new look 1st team.  But, having prepared well, if we support each other across the club we will be reflecting on a successful season both on and off the field.

We want to start the season with a real drive for all club members getting involved in a few very important events. On Sunday 27 March at 5pm we aiming for at least 125 members come along to Bramhall Park and run/walk/stagger/crawl up to 5k and raise funds for the club. It is a 2.5K circuit so if you just want to walk around once that is fine. There will be NatWest Cricket Force t shirts for the first 50 junior members that finish, other goodies for all other members and prizes for each junior and senior member who raises the most money. The following week, we will use the money raised to improve the barbecue area, score box and other projects at the club as well as ensure that a sizeable donation is made to a Bramhall Park charity and to a Christchurch Earthquake Appeal.

On Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 April, the official NatWest Cricket Force Weekend will take place at the club. We have a number of major and minor projects for all to get involved in. This will be followed Fri evening, 8 April by the official opening of the new 4 lane net facility by John Stanworth, Academy Head at Lancashire CC.
WINTER DEVELOPMENTS    
· November saw the best attended AGM in recent memory. After an open and lively meeting, the General Committee has been expanded to include a number of new and younger faces including the new Junior Chair Norman Woodside

· 15 year old Matt Hughes has been training with the Derbyshire Academy

· We welcome New Zealander Andy Robertson, Sean O’Neill from Australia and Matthew Jameson from Northwich

· Indoor nets have been very well attended since early January, with 85 players coming along each week under the guidance of external Level 3 coaches Atiq Uz – Zaman and Matt Dawson. These four weekly sessions have been supported by our own level 2 and level 1 club coaches   and we have even seen the reformed over 40’s team practising

· Nine members have attended their Level 1 and 2 coaching courses this winter. This provides a considerable boost to our coaching resources and Bramhall has been the most heavily represented club in Cheshire on the coaching courses

· Our under 12’s are participating in an indoor league for the first time

· February saw 90 attending a successful quiz night in the clubhouse

· Initial cricket square, outfield preparation and further drainage work is underway 

· £7,500 is being invested in club facilities with orders placed for a ‘water hog’ machine which will clear surface water off the ground, four replacement sightscreens and new coaching equipment

· Plans are well underway for the pre-season ECB Nat West Cricket Force weekend, new club clothing and merchandise and this year’s 125th anniversary celebrations  

SPONSORED JOG/WALK/STAGGER/CRAWL AT BRAMHALL PARK SUN MARCH 27 AT 5PM

This is the main fundraising event to commence the 125 year celebrations. We want to try and get at least 125 club members, family and friends to participate and raise funds for the club, a local Bramhall Park charity and for a Christchurch Earthquake Appeal. We will be joined by BCC members in Barcelona, Sydney and Oklahoma who will be running their own 5k course to support our efforts. You will find a sponsorship form below. Please inform your team manager/captain if you are intending to take part or let Ian Milligan know at ianmilligan62@tiscali.co.uk 
NAT WEST CRICKET FORCE SAT APRIL 2 and SUN APRIL 3, 10 – 4pm

We are one of the first clubs in the country to embark on Nat West Cricket Force 2011. Annual repairs and preparation are planned as well as ambitious new projects on the ground, in and around the pavilion to improve cricket facilities for players, spectators and officials. These include: 
- score box repairs, lighting, heating and power to support bowling machines 

- external pavilion improvements with a new veranda, pergola, flagging and barbecue 

- extended picket fencing in front of pavilion

- 4 lane nets repairs and enhancements

- repair leaking gutters, water leaks and reappoint ridge tiles

- paint changing rooms, umpires room and toilets

- planting of new pots and floor/flower beds  

- other annual work such as preparing the covers, sweeping up, painting small picket fences, etc

We will need to begin preparing some of the work over the weekend March 26 and 27 ahead of the main weekend of April 2 and 3. We are looking for 20+ on the first weekend between 10am – 4pm and 100+ at the second weekend where we will be providing food and drink refreshments We really do need people in the club to lend their support and a couple of hours effort from EVERYONE will make a big difference. If you cannot make April 2 or 3, please join in the preparation weekend March 26 and 27. Please let your team manager or Ian Milligan know when you can attend on ianmilligan62@tiscali.co.uk. 

OFFICIAL NETS OPENING & JUNIOR REGISTRATION EVENING, FRI APRIL 8
A busy evening sees the juniors have their pre season registration evening and team managers will be in touch re details. But at 7pm we are delighted to welcome John Stanworth, Head of the Cricket Academy at Lancashire CC to officially open the new 4 lane net facility. We will be conducting some junior coaching  and also christening the new barbecue, so everyone associated with the club is welcome to this event.
PRE and EARLY SEASON NETS, PRACTICES AND GAMES   
Seniors

Indoor nets will continue on Thursday nights until March 31. Outdoor practice sessions will begin w/c April 4th with Thurs evenings the main practice night. These sessions will be led by a senior coach and during w/c April 11th and 18th there will be additional sessions across the week with seniors expected to practice at least twice a week to be ready for the new season

Early season matches at senior level
1ST X1   Pre season friendly v Woodford at home on Sun April 17th
1st X1    League v Widnes away on Sat April 23rd
2nd X1   League v Widnes at home on Sat April 23rd 
3rd X1   Pre season 2020 friendly v Manchester Uni at home on Sun April 24th
3rd X1   2020 cup v Macclesfield away on Sun May 1 and v Romiley away on Bank Hol Mon May 2
O40s    League 2020 v Bredbury St Marks away on Wed May 4th

4th X1   League v Cheadle away on Sun May 8th                

Juniors

Indoor practice continues on Sundays until March 20th for u9s/u11s 2 to 3pm at Cheadle Hulme school, on Sundays until March 20th at Stockport Grammar school for u18s/3rds/4ths 4 – 5pm and u13s / u15s 

5 – 6pm also at Stockport Grammar.  
Junior practice evenings start w/c April 11th with u13s on Tuesdays, u15s on Wednesdays and u9s and u11s on Fridays. These sessions will involve our Australian coach Sean O’Neill working alongside existing club coaches. Junior managers will be in touch shortly with their squads in relation to early season practices and matches.

Junior registration evening will take place on Friday, April 8th commencing at 6pm and Bank Holiday Fri April 29th will see an entertaining alternative to the Royal Wedding with our popular Junior Trios Competition + barbecue taking place for u9s and u11s.

125th ANNIVERSARY EVENTS SCHEDULED SO FAR

March 26th, 27th     
Cricket Force advance working party team at BCC 10am-4pm

March 27th, 5pm
Minimum of 125 + three overseas BCC members in a special Bramhall Park 5K/2.5K sponsored jog/walk/stagger/crawl fundraiser 

April 2nd, 3rd            
Cricket Force ‘main’ weekend working party at BCC including ‘official’ opening of 4 lane 
 
nets facility 

April 29th          
Junior Trios 

May 20th,           
Golf Day at Styal Golf Club, pm

July 3rd – 8th       
Cricket Week


Sun       BCC Past X1 v BCC Present X1 in 40 over game


Mon     BCC Junior X1 v Cheshire Representative X1 in 2020 evening game


Tues     BCC u23s X1 v Cheshire Development X1 in 40 over game


Wed     BCC Junior X1 v Cheshire Representative X1 in 2020 evening game


Thurs    BCC X1 v MCC X1 in day game


Fri         Christies Celebrity 2020 evening game + big barbecue

Oct 8th  
Sat        Dinner Dance at The Deanwater Hotel  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL AND SUBSCRIPTIONS

These are due on April 1st and must be paid by May 8th. Any member who has not paid by this date will not be eligible for selection until payment has been received. You will find attached to this introductory letter details of this year’s subscriptions. Cheques are payable to Bramhall Cricket Club and should be sent to Steve Driscoll, 3 Oakfield Close, Bramhall, Cheshire, SK7 1JE. Please pay promptly to offset the club’s high expenditure and investments made at the start of the season.

NEW CLUB CLOTHING AND MERCHANDISE
· We have gone into partnership with Monkhouse Sports for the 2011 season and are pleased to announce an exciting range of quality Gunn and Moore branded playing, training and leisure wear mixed in with some excellent value non-branded items. The Monkhouse range is available in a range of junior to adult sizes but can also be purchased online via an exclusive online store. We will have a couple of set order deadlines for the clothing, and it will be made clear to you when you can expect your order to be ready. You will be able to select whether you want home delivery, pickup from their Stockport store or delivery to Church Lane. Full details of the BCC web shop, and a taster of the items that you can purchase will be emailed to all members whose email addresses we have on record. So, if you don’t receive regular emails from BCC, haven’t provided your address at winter training or have recently changed address, please email Bramhallnews@googlemail.com as soon as possible with your details.

· The club is also making some special 125th Anniversary clothing and merchandise available this season. Items including traditional cricket jumpers, ties and umbrellas all featuring an anniversary theme will be available to purchase. Keep your eyes on your inboxes or for leaflets and posters around the clubhouse for further information.
· More details will follow shortly on the ranges available and how to order
100 CLUB

With nearly £1,000 paid in prizes last year we are hoping to expand to 125 members in 2011. Members contribute just £4 per month with a monthly draw and annual superdraw. The more people that get involved  the bigger the prizes and after Luke helps you with the initial set up, you just need to wait to hear that you have won - simple! If you would like to join please email lukelittlewood@hotmail.com 

SUMMARY
As you can see, a lot of effort has already gone into making 2011 a season on and off the field worthy of our 125th anniversary and there are exciting new initiatives in place. What we are looking for now is that we get the season off to a great start but to achieve this requires EVERYONE to really play their part. So please sign yourself up for as many of the following as you are able to:
	 WHAT WE ARE ASKING BCC MEMBERS TO DO?
	Tick

	· CRICKET PRACTICE & PREPARATION
	

	· SPONSORED RUN SIGN UP
	

	· CRICKET FORCE WEEKEND SIGN UP
	

	· ATTEND JUNIOR REGISTRATION EVENING
	

	· ATTEND NEW NETS OPENING
	

	· PAY ANNUAL SUBS
	

	· MAKE CLOTHING ORDER
	

	· JOIN 100 CLUB 
	


Regular communication will take place over the coming weeks. Meanwhile, I wish you a wonderful, exciting and dry season of cricket fun!!!!!!

Best wishes

Frank Norris

